18a                                               INDIA.

mad with terror or fanaticism, arrange themselves in a circle round it, the favourite
wife being privileged to support the head on her knees. The flames creep up
gradually, and through the smoke one can see the group of wretched women.
The chanting o* the priests and the clashing of the cymbals drown their cries;
and soon nothing is left of so much life and beauty but a mass of smouldering
ashes.......

To distract us from these dismal thoughts, our guide informed us that
the Eajpoot carnival had commenced some days since. We had, it appears,
to congratulate ourselves on being at Oudeypoor during the festival of the
Holi, as it was in no other town of Eajpootana celebrated with so much
splendour.

The festival of Holi marks the arrival of Spring, and is held in honour of the
goddess Holica, or Vassanti, who personifies that season in the Hindoo Pantheon.
The carnival lasts several days, during which time the most licentious debauchery
and disorder reign throughout every class of society. It is the regular Saturnalia
of India. Persons of the greatest respectability, without regard to rank or age,
are not ashamed to take part in the orgies which mark this season of the year.
The festivities do not become really uproarious until the last two days; but from
the very beginning effigies of the most revolting indecency are set up at the gates
of the town and in the principal thoroughfares. Women and children crowd
round the hideous idols of the feast of Holica and deck them with iiowers; and
then immorality reigns supreme in the streets of the capital.

The opening scene of these festivities is the Royal Hunt, in which I had taken
part. The date of its commencement is fixed by the astrologers, and is called
Ahairea, or Mahourut-ka-Shikar ; that is, the declaration of war against the wild
boar, which is the inveterate enemy of Gouri, the Hindoo Ceres. It is interesting
to note that both the Egyptians and Greeks considered the wild boar as the enemy
of Isis and Ceres.

On returning from the Ahairea, the Rana leaves his palace in great pomp,
followed by an asivari, or sowari, and repairs to the temple to worship Sourya, the
Hindoo Phoebus. The Rajpoots have retained a veneration for the Sun, their
ancestor, which ill accords with the Saiva dogmas now professed by them, which
consign Sourya to a secondary place in their worship. He is held in special
honour at Oudeypoor. The principal gate of the town is called the Souradjpol;
the king's palace is the Sourya Mahal; and the Rana himself, the " Sun" of the
Hindoos, shows himself to the people, on grand occasions, from the top of the
Sourya Gokra, or " balcony of the Sun/' Great respect is also paid to the horse,
as the emblem of the sun; and the first day of the week is dedicated to him
under the name of Adit, or Aitwara.

Towards the middle of the month of Th&lgun, the revels reach their climax.
Troops of men and women, wreathed with flowers, and drunk with lang, crowd the
streets, carrying sacks full of a bright red vegetable powder. With this they
assail the passers-by, covering them with clouds of dust, wliich soon dyes their
clothes a startling colour. Groups of people stationed at the windows retaliate
with the same projectiles, or squirt with wooden syringes red and yellow streams
of water into the streets below. No one is spared, not even the richly dressed
courtier, or the phlegmatic European, who finds himself in the crowd. And yet
none complain, though in a country where the grades of society are so rigidly